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SUBJECT: MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON AE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY SCHAUEELE-SPANISH SAHARA DISPUTE 

1 . MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR ABDALLAH PAID INTRODUCTORY 
COURTESY CALL ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY SCHAUEELE EEBRUARY 4. 
AEAV DIRECTOR AND COUNTRY OFEICER ATTENDED. 

2. FOLLOWING BRIEF COMMENTS AEFIRMING MUTUAL FRIENDSHIP 
AND LACK OF ANY PARTICULAR US-GIRM BILATERAL PROBLEMS, 
AMBASSADOR PROCEEDED TO OUTLINE MAURITANIA'S PRESENT 
SITUATION, WHICH MARKED BY: (A) GREATER ECONOMIC GROWTH 
AS SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT INTEREST ; (B) FRIENDLY RELATIONS 
WITH MOROCCO; (C) SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SIMILARITY TO 
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NEIGHBORS SUCH AS SENEGAL AND MALI; AND (D) ALGERIAN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


OCCUPATION OF PART OF MAURITANIAN TERRITORY. 

3. ASST. SEC. WELCOMED ABDALLAH'S VISIT AND EXPRESSED 
DESIRE FOR CONTINUED FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN 
MAURITANIA AND US, WHICH IN OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS. TOUCH- 
ING ON LAST POINT OF AMBASSADOR'S OUTLINE, OF MOST 
IMMEDIATE INTEREST, ASST. SEC. COMMENTED THAT AFTER RECENT 
CLASHES SITUATION IN SAHARA APPEARS TO BE SOMEWHAT CALMER 
NOW. 

4. AMBASSADOR RESPONDED HIS COUNTRY HAS IMPRESSION THAT 
ALGERIA WISHES TO DENY PART OF SAHARA TO MOROCCO AND 
MAURITANIA. THE ALGERIANS MIGHT HOLD ONTO MAHABES, AND 
POSSIBLY DECLARE SOME FORM OF INDEPENDENT "REPUBLIC OP 
THE SAHARA" FROM THAT BASE. WITH THESE AREAS UNDER ITS 
CONTROL, ALGERIA MIGHT THEN ATTEMPT TO PRESSURE MOROCCO 
TO NEGOTIATE THE DISPUTE. ABDALLAH DECLARED THAT MOROCCO 
WOULD NEVER NEGOTIATE, AND ASSERTED THAT ALL ARAB 
COUNTRIES ARE ON THE SIDE OF MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA. 
ABDALLAH THOUGHT THAT PERHAPS THE ALGERIANS SOUGHT ARAB 
LEAGUE-OAU MEDIATION ONLY IN ORDER TO GAIN TIME TO BUILD 
UP THEIR MILITARY CAPABILITIES IN THE MAHABES AREA. 

5. ABDALLAH CLAIMED POLISARIO AS A TRULY INDEPENDENT 
ENTITY DOES NOT REALLY EXIST. POLISARIO IS LARGELY MADE 
UP OF DISAFFECTED MAURITANIANS REPLYING ON ALGERIAN 
MILITARY SUPPORT. ABDALLAH ADDED THAT EVEN THOUGH THE 
ALGERIANS HAD ATTACKED MAURITANIAN OUTPOSTS, THE GIRM 
WOULD NOT AT PRESENT BREAK DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 

6. IN RESPONSE TO ASST. SEC.'S QUESTION, ABDALLAH EXPRESS- 
ED VIEW THERE ARE NO RPT NO CUBANS OR NORTH VIETNAMESE 
IN THE SAHARA. PERHAPS IN THE FLUSH OF THE CEREMONIAL 
WELCOME BY THE POLISARIO FOR NORTH VIETNAM'S GENERAL 
GIAP, HE MIGHT HAVE GIVEN THE IMPRESSION THAT "VOLUNTEERS" 
WOULD BE SENT. THE SPANISH-SPEAKING CUBANS WOULD BE MORE 
LIKELY, BUT THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF THEIR PRESENCE. 

7. ASST. SEC. EXPRESSED HOPE THAT, ALTHOUGH THERE WOULD 
PROBABLY BE GUERRILLA ACTIONS FOR SOMETIME, A PEACEFUL 
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RESOLUTION WOULD BE FOUND IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF ALL 
PARTIES CONCERNED. ABDALLAH SHARED THIS HOPE. 

8. IN CONCLUSION, ABDALLAH EXTENDED INVITATION TO ASST. 

SEC. TO VISIT MAURITANIA, AND LOOKED EORWARD TO WORKING 
WITH HIM IN WASHINGTON. ASST. SEC. THANKED ABDALLAH FOR 
REMARKS, AND NOTED IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUED GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH MAURITANIAN AND OTHER AFRICAN EMBASSIES IN WASHING- 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

TON, WHICH WAS ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL TASKS OE THE AE 
BUREAU. SISCO 
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